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1. GENERAL

One of the outstanding events of the year is the publ. of [steria
literaturii romdne, vol. 1, Epoca marilor clasici, Ed. Academiei,
1042 pp., which is extremely well documented and covers the
great figures of Rumanian lit., — Eminescu, Creang3, Cara-
giale, D. Zamfirescu, Delavrancea, Cogbuc. The authors are
treated in monographic fashion ; there is, at times, an overlap of
information, and much that is redundant. The treatise contains
one of the rare discussions of M. Gaster, and a comprehensive
bibl, Though the vol. is entitled a lit. history, it is in fact a
cleverly disguised anthol. of previously publ. crit. studies by
G. Cilinescu (1932}, T. Vianu (1939), and 8. Tesifescu (1g51).
Of the 56 pp. devoted to Slavici only 15 deal with his work,
and of the 67 pp. devoted to Maiorescu, 5t deal with his biog.
The vol. is a good, but heterogeneous, coll. of monographs,
written for different purposes by different authors, failing in
point of unity and synthesis. The very structure of the book
sharply contradicts the principles of the gen. editor himself,
9. Cioculescu. Issued five years after the previous vol., one
wonders why it took so long. The bibl. and indices contain
minor inaccuracies. Valorificarea criticd a mogtenirii culturale,
Acad. de Stiinte Politice, 206 pp., contains three basic reports
and the ensuing discussions as part of a four-day Symposium
devoted to a reassessment of Rumanian cultural heritage,
which took place in Bucharest at end of March 1g72; the book is
useful as a detailed outline of official cultural policies in present-
day Rumania, with conclusions drawn by the top Party
personality M. Constantinescu. Another outstanding event is
the publ. of Isteria st teoria comparatismului in Romdnia, ed. Al
Dima and O. Papadima, which gives a comprehensive survey
of Rumanian comparative studies from early beginnings to the
present day. ‘Deschidere spre lit. europeani’ by O. Papadima
covers the incipient forms up to 1850; it is followed by ‘Mani-
festdri comparatiste in a doua jumitate a secolului al XIX-lea’,
‘Formarea gcolii romanesti de comparatism’ and ‘Comparatis-



mul roméanesc interbelic’; thanks to its synthetic character, it is
an extremely useful work of ref. Z. Dumitrescu-Bugulenga puts
together about 40 arts and studies of her own in Valori gi
echivalenfe umanistice, Excurs critic §i comparatist, Ed. Eminescu
(Ser. Sinteze), 510 pp.; ‘Ideea originali in cultura roméineasca’
and ‘Spiritul umanismului romanesc’ are essential for an under-
standing of the whole approach. Quoted and discussed are
Cantemir, Hasdeu, Odobescu, Iorga, Blaga; the author asserts
that Frvdtiturile lui N. Basarab should be considered one of the
most valuable books of world culture. Ten studies are entirely
devoted to Eminescu. The theorizing character of the book
tends to promote a Rumanian philosophy of culture. §. Cio-
culescu, Aspecte literare contemporane, has been awarded the 1972
Prize of the Rumanian Writers’ Union for criticism and lit.
history; Id., Itinerar critic, Ed. Eminescu, is a somewhat con-
tradictory coll. of arts on classical and modern Rumanian lit,
Another outstanding event of the year is the fact that C. Noica
has re-emerged, almost comet-like, in Rumanian culture with
two major books about the philosophy of Rumanian expression,
thereby becoming the undisputed philosopher of Rumanian
aesthetic and linguistic discourse, enthusiastically hailed from
all quarters. C. Noica is an original and prolific writer who has
promoted a philosophy of Rumanian discourse (as emerging
originally from Eminescu) in Rostirea filozoficd romdneascd, Ed.
Stiintifici, 248 pp., and Creafie §i frumos fn rostirea romdneascd,
Ed. Eminescu, 182 pp.; these two books, together with his
other work over the years, make him in point of originality,
angle of vision and refinement of analysis comparable with
T. Vianu and G. Calinescu. Al. Dutu focuses his attention on
earlier Rumanian culture in Sintezd §i originalitate in cultura
romdnd, 1650-1848, Ed. Enciclopedici romini, 271 pp.; he
analyses three moments of intellectual intensity: Civic Human-
ism, Patriotic Enlightenment, and 1848 Romanticism — the
age of ‘risorgimento’. Mention should also be made of the
following: 1. Iliescu, Geneza ideilor estetice in cultura romdneascd,
Ed. Facla, 356 pp.; Al Piru, Varia, vol. 1, Studii yi ebservafit
¢ritice, Ed. Eminescu ({Ser. Sinteze}, 472 pp.; G. Ciopraga,
Personalitatea literaturit romdne, Ed. Junimea; S. Iosifescu,
Configurafie 5i rezonanfe, Un itinerar critic, Ed. Eminescu (Ser.
Sinteze), 472 pp.; V. Rapeanu, Pe drumurile tradifier, Ed.
Dacia. As regards individual authors, research interest seems
to have been focused on Eminescu and Cantemir, with parti-
cular emphasis on the latter.



2. LITERARY TRENDS

Al Dima, Aspecte nafionale ale curentelor literare internafionale,
Ed. Cartea Roméaneascd, 176 pp., states that ‘the studies are
devoted to comparative lit. with special emphasis on its
application to Rumanian lit.’. The book provides evidence that
Rumanian lit. has both ‘real and virtual universality’; special
attention is paid to ‘specifically Rumanian aspects of European
lit. trends’. Also defined and discussed are lit. trends which
belong exclusively to Rumanian Lit. The book Expressionism
as an International Literary Phenomenon, Paris, Didier, 360 pp.,
publ. by the International Association of Comparative Lit.
devotes a chap. by Al. Dima and D. Grigorescu to Rumanian
expressionism. The following four entries show that a lot of
attention has been accorded to the Junimea lit. trend: Docu-
mente literare junimiste, Ed. Junimea, 296 pp., ed. D. Minuca,
aims at correcting certain errors prevalent in existing lit.
histories, particularly as regards minor Junimea members:
‘The lit. society could not have existed without them; and
without them, it would not have exerted its overwhelming infl.
upon the culture of the time’. Funimea gi junimigisz, ed. I. Arhip
and D. Vicariu, Ed. Junimea, publ. letters from the archives
of the Lit. Museum of Moldavia; it covers political, cultural,
personal and other aspects connected with the famous Molda-
vian lit. trend. P. Marcea, “Convorbiri Literare’ gi spiritul critic,
analyses the lit. criticism publ. by the journal from its emer-
gence in 1867 until the First World War, both during the time
of T. Maiorescu and after him. The book outlines the basic
crit. tenets of all major arts, and the members of the group
are individually presented; there are chronological tables and 2
historical outline. The conclusions, however, are somewhat
meagre. D. Minuc#, ‘Positivismul junimist’, CLi, 11 {35):
4-5, analyses some of the philosophical concepts lying at the
basis of Junimea. D. Pacurariu, Clasicism st romantism, Studii de
lit. romdnd modernd, Ed. Albatros (Ser. Lyceum), 436 pp.,
condenses an earlier work by the same author {1971}, followed



by monographs on Bolintineanu, Ghica, and Odobescu, sum-
marizing works publ. in 1962, 1965, and 1966 respectively; the
book reduces a vast area of study to a reasonable size. Z.
Ornea, the author of two earlier studies on Semdndlorismul and
Tardnismul, now publ. Poporanismul, a monograph of another lit.
trend, this time too characterized by extensive and thorough
documentation. M. L Dragomirescu, ‘Etape in evolugia
“Semanatorului” ’; AUBLL, 1971:89-106, considers the lit.
journal publ. between 1gor and 1910 and distinguishes six
stages of development, each of which is neatly — perhaps too
neatly — characterized and defined.

3. THEATRE

V. Mindra, Clasicism §i romantism in dramaturgia romdneascd
1816-1918, Ed. Minerva (Ser. Momente si sinteze), 318 pp., isa
solid historical survey of a c¢. of Rumanian theatrical activity,
A most welcome study by the very novelty of its theme, the
book has a purely utilitarian value, with its starting point
taken from one of the author’s earlier works, Jncursium in istoria
dramaturgiei romdne, Ed. Minerva, 1971. It is asserted among
others that Rumanian drama is essentially Iyrical; the classical
and romantic traits of all plays are discussed, irrespective of
intrinsic value. The Rumanian theatrical phenomenon is
constantly reported to the wider European panorama. The book
represents a rcliable synthesis of historical data.

4. BIBLIOGRAPHIES AND DICTIONARIES

A. Marino, Dicfionar de 1dei literare, vol. 1, A-G, Ed. Eminescu,
1087 pp., has come about as a result of an internal need for
defining outlining, and explaining the act performed by the
critic. As lit. criticism must be predominantly theoretical, the
dictionary formula presents advantages in point of systematiza-
tion; most entries on Rumanian lit. are useful guides, but they
are not all equally attractive. One of the difficulties that the
author cannot handle satisfactorily is the attempt to establish a
hierarchy of concepts. D. Poenaru, Contributii la Bibliografia
roméneascd veche, Tirgovigte, the Dimbovita District Museum,
is the result of 15 years of work. It is meant as an essential
supp. to Bibliografia romdneascd veche, the 4th vol. of which was
publ. as early as 1g944; the newly publ. contribution could
implicitly be taken as vol. 5 of the already existing bibl.
M. Triteanu, Luceafirul 1902-1920, Indice bibl. analitic, Ed.
Enciclopedicd roman3, 374 pp., covers one particular publica-
tion. A. Iliescu, Reviste literare de la sfirgitul secolului al XIX-lea,
discusses Rumanian lit. periodicals issued between 18go and
1500. The book is important because it deals with one of the
least studied aspects of Rumanian lit. history. Each publ. is
presented in micro-monographic fashion; it is not a mere
inventory, but a genuine blend of description and crit. analysis,
and consequently represents a valuable bibl. guide. Vol. 4 of
Catalogul manuscriselor de la Academie, ed. G. Strempel, has also
been issued.



5. FOLRLORE

The celebrated Rumanian folk ballad Mierifa is publ. in
splendid ed. conditions by Ed. Albatros, 1972, with UNESCO
support, as part of the International Book Year. It is thus made
available in six languages: Rumanian, English, French,
German, Russian, and Spanish; there is also a record with two
out of the more than one thousand variants of the folk song;
it is indispensable for comparative folklore research. Cdrgi
populare, ed. D. Simionescu and I. C. Chitimia, Ed. Albatros,
discusses the origin and dissemination of popular books; their
Intricate connexion with folklore is given particular attention.
Horia 5t lancu in tradifiile st cintecele poporului, Ed. Eminescu,
216 pp., ed. O. Birlea and 1. Serb, covers much untrodden
ground. An important coll. of ballads is Toma Alimog, Balade
hatducesti, Ed. Minerva, 192 pp. I. Golescu, Proverbe comentate,
Ed. Albatros (Ser. Cogito)}, 352 pp., is ed. by Gh. Pastia. A.
Gorovei gives an extensive coll. of riddles in Cimiliturile romintlor.
Ed. Eminescu, 560 pp. Gh. Ciompec, ‘Balade romanesti
prelucrate de scriitori striini in a doua jumaitate a secolului al
XIX-lea’, AUBLL, 19%2:229-36, discusses four French poems
allegedly infl. by the old Rumanian folk ballad of Mesterul
Manole. A. I. Amgzulescu, ‘Modelul actantial al eposului
eroic roménesc’, Rev. de etnografie 5i folclor, 16, 1971:264-83, is a
structural analysisof folk tales on principles initially derived from
Propp; Id., ‘Modelul functional al eposului eroic romanesc’,
ib., 18g—206. S. Golopentia-Eretescu gives a feature analysis
of quasi-natural registers in “Probleme semiotice in cercetarea
folclorulut’, é., 117-22.

6. NEw PERIODICALS

Caliers roumains d’éludes littéraires, no. 1, Ed. Univers, Bucharest,
is entirely devoted to the topic “The Writer and Contemp.
Soc.’, with E. Papu and A. Marino among the contributors.
Tribuna Roméniei, Bucharest, has been issued fortnightly since
November 1972 by the Association ‘Romaéania’, and gives an
excellent synthesis of Rumanian cultural life for an inter-
national readership. Ethos, Caietul 1, Paris, ed. I. Cuga and
V. erunca, 374 pp., puts together the lit. productions of the
Rumanian group in Paris, Publ. in the Rumantan language,
and expressing the eds’ will to remain faithful to ‘the Rumanian
dimension of existence’, it contains fiction by M. Eliade, several
arts of lit. criticism and an extremely valuable bibl. of Ruma-
nian publs abroad with about goo entries covering the past
eight years. Limite i3 another periodical publ. in Paris by
V. Ierunca and N. Petra,



7. EARLY LITERATURE

C. Velculescu, ‘Observaitii asupra “Cronicii lui Mihai Viteazul”
din “Letopisetul Cantacuzinesc”’, RITL, 22:219-24, is a
minute study of MS. variants and their significance for the
interpretation of historical events.

BASARAB, NEAGOE. [nvdfdturile lui N.B. citre fiul siu Theodoste,
Ed. Minerva, 426 pp., is transl. by G. Mihiildi from the
Slavonic original, and compared minutely with all the seven
preceding versions. The book, with more than 100 pp. of
introd. and explanations as well as a glossary of old Rumanian
words, is indispensable for research, as it is the first definitive
ed. of a fundamental text. ). Zamfirescu in his comprehensive
N.B. 5i *Invatdturile citre fiul siu Theodosie’, Probleme controversate,
Ed. Minerva, 450 pp., discusses the question of authorship and
gives final graphological and other arguments. He also dis-
cusses the structure of the whole work, emphasizing that
research has so far been hampered by the lack of a reliable
text. Judging by the extent and quality of research devoted to
him, B, is, after I}, Cantemir, the outstanding figure of the
year in point of intensity of crit. interest.



CANTEMIR, DIMITRIE. The crit. interest in C. was intense and
sustained throughout the year on account of the celebration
of the gooth anniversary of his birth. Most periodicals not only
devoted special issues to C., but also started regular features,
usually entitled ‘Tricentenar C.. By far the most outstanding
book is Descriptio Moldavige, Ed. Academiei, 401 pp., with
parallel Latin and newly transl. Rumanian text, accompanied
by sound lit., historical, bibl., and cartographic explanations
provided by the most outstanding Rumanian experts. It is
indeed a masterpiece of scholarship, a work of national and
world significance from the ethical, anthropological, geographi-
cal, and ethnological viewpoints. As if to further underline
the overwhelming significance of the text, the book is simul-
taneously issued by Ed. Minerva (Ser. Arcade) in a version
aimed at a wider public. The same thing happens with Istoria
feroglificd: on the one hand, it is publ. as part of Opere complete,
vol. 1v, by Ed. Academiei, 448 pp., with a solid introd. and
detailed notes and comm.; on the other hand, Ed. Dacia
releases, again at the same time, Melanfolia neasemuilulut inorog,
Povestiri exemplare din ‘Istoria teroglificd’, 215 pp., an abridged
and more accessible version. Lastly, Ed. Minerva produces a
richly illus. ed. of the same text, 569 pp., unabridged and
without comm. Ed. Minerva (Ser. Scriitori romani) also issues
Viata lui Constantin Cantemir by C. in Rumanian transl. with a
historical introd. by C. C. Giurescu, 248 pp. A similarly strong
emphasis on C. is also manifest in the wealth of crit. studies: I.
D. Laudat, D.C., Viafa §i opera, Ed. Junimea, 271 pp., is a very
comprehensive monograph. A book by C. Miciucd on C. is
reissued by Ed. Albatros (Ser. Oameni ilugtri), 324 pp.
Giosu writes a documented commemorative art., in ASUI,
Ille, pp. i-xvi, and M. Muthu, ‘D.C. — un lanus balcanic’,
SUBBP, no. 1:3-14, describes the East-West synthesis existing
in the religious and historical conceptions of the Moldavian
prince. RITL, 22, no. 2, 1s entirely devoted to C. Commemo-
rative bio-bibl. arts on C. abound in practically all Rumanian
lit. journals, and every publisher has issued at least one book
directly or indirectly devoted to him. The range of topics is
practically unlimited: V. Cosma writes about C. the musician
in CLit, no. 17 (41): 4, presenting so far unpubl. docs discovered
by him in West Germany, whereas §. Giosu discusses ‘Pala-



talizarea labialelor in opera lui D.C’, 4ASUI, Ille, 1g72:
51-66. Various symposia were organized both in the country
and abroad (e.g. N.York, Berlin, etc.}, the proceedings of
which are in process of publ. Such strong emphasis on C.
carries throughout the implicit meaning that the whole of
Moldavia has always belonged together; C.’s discussion of the
Moldavian language, territory, and culture in Descriptio
Moldaviae is particularly eloquent.

MopERN LITERATURE

ALECSANDRI, VASILE. 1. Roman, A. Orizonturi si repere, Ed.
Albatros (Ser. Contemporanul nostru), 240 pp.

ARGHEZI, TUDOR. Poeme not, Ed. Scrisul Romanesc, 400 pp.,
contains practically all late lyrical poetry. Cdldtorie in ois, ed.
M. and B.A., Ed. Eminescu, 78 pp., is partly a tribute on
behalf of A.’s own children. M. Vornicu, ‘Principii de estetica
argheziand’, RITL, 22:23546, is an amusing exercise in
aesthetic conversation, with too many quotations from Als
poems. N. Goga, ‘Elemente expresive de topicd §i structurd in
proza argheziand’, SUBBP, no. 1:23-30, studies word order
and sentence structure in A.’s prose, and pinpoints specific
features of style.

BLAGA, LUCIAN. [Hromicul 5i cintecul virstelor, dated 1946, is
publ. posthumously by Ed. Eminescu, with a compiehensive
introd. by G. Ivagcu; in addition to biog. interest, the book has
intrinsic aesthetic value. Ceasornicul de nisip, Ed. Dacia (Ser.
Restituiri), 331 pp. C. Ciopraga, ‘Blaga intre totalitate si
fragment’, CLit, no. 22 (46):2, no. 23 (47):2, and no. 24 (48):
2, is meant as a textual analysis, rather loose, of B.’s poetry.
G. Ridulescu, ‘Observatii stilistice pe marginea propozitiei
subordonate circumstantiale din poezia lui L.B.’, AUBLL,
1972:263—go, is basically a statistical study starting from
purely grammatical premises.

CARAGIALE, ION LUCA. S. losifescu, Dimensiuni caragialiene,
Ed. Eminescu, 272 pp., emphasizes the importance of C.’s
short prose pieces, with the sketch as the dominating genre;
the critic has written three different books about C. at almost
equal intervals — 1951, 1963, 1973. D. Irimia, ‘Aspecte ale
sintaxei frazei in scrierile lui G, ASUI, Ille, 1972:77-92, is a
minute stylistic analysis of a plethora of samples.



CARAGIALE, MATEL. M. Berindei, ‘Motive literare din
“Craii de Curtea-Veche” in context comparatist’, RITL, 22:
437-48, establishes parallels with French lit., esp. as regards
psychological features; correspondence of lit. motifs points to
spiritual affinity.

CALINESCU, GEORGE. Insemndri de cildtorie, ed. G. Munteanu,
Ed. pentru turism, 222 pp., emphasizes Culture, rather than
Nature, and is always in search of the Monumental, Gilceava
inteleptului cu lumea, vol. 1, Pseudo-jurnal de moralist, 1927-39,
ed. G. Serban, Ed. Minerva, 624 pp., is a coll. of posthumously
publ. arts, with the title functioning as a judgement of authorial
attitudes: C. himself enjoyed the pose of a vicious critic.
Literatura noud, ed. Al. Piru, Ed. Scrisul Roméanesc, 238 pp.

DELAVRANCEA, BARBU. [. Em. Petrescu, ‘D. §i naturalismul’,
SUBBP, no. 1:34-50, shows that I). was an enthustastic sup-
porter of naturalistic aesthetic principles; the paper deals with
D.’s criteria of processing reality.

EMINEsCcU, MIHAL [t has been stated that nothing reveals
more accurately the state of the national culture at one parti-
cular moment than the E. eds, and they continue to increase
at a rapid rate with every passing year. Bucharest Univ. has
recently set up an E. chair, held at present by Z. Dumitrescu-
Bugulenga. The major book of the year is G. Munteanu,
Hyperion, vol. 1, Viaje lui E., Ed. Minerva (Ser. Universitas),
471 pp. It is a gigantic endeavour — a reconstruction of E.’s
life starting from his work; it is successful too, coming out as a
remarkable achievement, easily comparable to G. Cilinescu’s
own work. One of the significant points is that the idea of
death in E.’s poetry is the outcome of an early trauma in his
life. But the book does not reveal so far unknown docs; the new
biog. does not propose another E., though its great merit is
that minute biog. research never leads to a trivial anecdotal
approach. The other lit. figures of the time — Maiorescu,
Carp, J. Negruzzi — are depicted in their true relationship to
the poet and his work. One of the chaps, ‘E. la Berlin’, is also
publ. in AUBLL, 1972:237-5%; certain less known circum-
stances are discussed, which led to E.’s protracted stay in
Berlin, and his state of mind during his studies in Germany.
E. Papu, Poezia lut E., Ed. Minerva, 219 pp. is made up of
nine chaps and a conclusion, with a brief summary in French.
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Papu declares that E.’s poetry transcends Romanticism, which
should be understood not only as a lit. formula, but also as an
all-embracing world view. Such an approach turns E. into
Rumania’s first modern poet. It is a most valuable study, both
through the abundance of fertile crit. suggestions and through
the subtlety of its demonstrations, promoting a really genuine
assessment of E.’s lyrical poetry. Caietele M.E., vol. 1, Studii,
articole, note, documente, iconografie gi bibl., ed. M. Bucur,
Ed. Eminescu, 320 pp. E. Todoran, ., Ed. Minerva (Ser.
Universitas), attempts to explain E.’s development and the
genesis of his philosophical attitudes by an analysis of infl.,
such as Kani, Leibniz, Heraclitus, Hegel. Certain dialectical
features, allegedly obvious in the work, are analysed. The most
interesting chaps are the ones devoted to demonism and
titanism, to the Rumanian myth and vision of history, to the
country’s natural landscape and world view. Ed. Facla,
Timigoara, issues E.’s poem Luceafdrul in a three-language ed.
— German, Hungarian, Rumanian, introd. N. Baloti, 112 pp.
The renowned Perpessicius ed. of E.’s Opere alese, 3 vols, 412
-+ 696 + 568 pp., has been reissued by Ed. Minerva (Ser.
Scriitori romani). Al Teodorescu, ‘Ibriileanu, eminescolog’,
Anuar de lingvisticd si istorie lit., Tasgi, 1971, 149-70, analyses the
attitudes of the director of a most influential lit. journal towards
the poetry of E. Al Rosetti’s corr. with Ibriileanu about
another ed. of E.’s poems in given pride of place. 1. Cheie-Pantea,
‘Nostalgia stirii de naturd la E. §i Leopardi’, AUT, x, 1g72:
9—28, is part of a more extensive work in preparation; the
congeniality between the two poets is explained not as a result
of infl., but as a result of elective affinities. C. Ciopraga, ‘E.:
nostalgia stirilor apolinice’, CLi#t, 1974, no. 2 (5): 11, discusses
a similar problem. V. Sofroni, “Valoarea stilistici a nedeter-
minirii in poezia lui “E.,;” ASUI, IIle, 1972:67—76, makes a
minute stylistic analysis of determinatives.

FILIMON, NIGOLAE, A. Martin, Introducere in opera lui N.F.,
Ed. Minerva, 224 pp.

GALACTION, GALA. Jumal, vol. 1, ed. M. Galaction-Tucu-
lescu and T. Vargolici, Ed. Minerva, 719 pp., is an outstanding
achievement in Rumanian memoir writing, comparable to
Iorga’s O viatdi de om, aga cum a fost; it covers the period 1898-
1912, as embodied in four separate note-books.



c¢oGA, octaviaN. B. Tincu, ‘O.G. §i critica literard con-
temporand’, RITL, 22:225-34, presents the author and his
work solely as reflected in the statements of his lit. critics;
there is the inevitable plethora of names and refs.

I0RGA, NICOLAE. Romdnia cum era pind la 1918, vol. 1,
Romania ‘muntean®’, vol. i, Moldova si Dobrogea (Insemniiri de
cdldiorie), ed. L. Cursaru, Ed. Minerva, 500 4 406 pp.;
O viatd de om, aga cum a fost, ed. V. and 8. Rapeanu, Ed. Minerva
(Ser. Memorialistici), 8go pp., is an autobiography, in which I.
presents himself as a Prometheus figure, verbalizing self-
assessments of his enormous activity in the widely different
fields of national history, poetry and drama as well as lit.
criticism and politics. It is an outburst of subjectivity, which,
however, acquires monumental stature in Rumanian memoir
writing. D. Macrea, ‘N.I. §i studiul limbii roméne’, AUBLL,
1971014, discusses the historian’s own remarks on Rumanian
language and the cultural heritage; some of the quotations
have epigraphic value.

ISTRATI, PANAIT. Al. Oprea, P.I. — Un Chevalier errant
moderne, Dossier de la vie ef de Peuvre, Ed. Eminescu, 320 pp.,
has great documentary value, particularly as a result of its
tight monographic character.

LOVINESCU, EUGEN. [Istoria literaturiz romdne contemporane,
vol. 1, Evolufia ideologiei literare, Evolufia criticii literare, Evolutia
poeziei lirice; vol. u, Evolufia prozei literare, Mutafia valorilor
estetice, Ed. Minerva, 1176 pp., represents the first post-war
republication of a work, initially publ. 1937, and which,
though of capital importance, has long been avoided. F.
Mihiilescu, E.L. interpretat de..., Ed. Eminescu, is quite
valuable particularly for the bio-bibl. sketch and the coll. of
famous texts about L.

MAIORESCU, TITU, Critice, 2 vols, ed. D. Filimon and introd.
E. Todoran, Ed. Minerva, 509 + 469 pp. The recent publ. of
M.’s own work, so long avoided, is symptomatic for shifts in
Rumanian crit. attitudes in the last ten years. Interest in M. is
quite fashionable at the moment (see entries under LITERARY
TrENDs, and EMINEscU): G. Ivagcu, T.M., Ed. Albatros, 176
PP., analyses M.’s work in close relation to his life, with due
attention to his political, academic, and crit. activity; the book
emphasizes the substantial support granted to the young



writers of the time — Eminescu, Creanga, Caragiale, Slavici.
M. is presented as the founder of Rumanian lit. criticism. Ed.
Eminescu reissues N. Manolescu, Contradictia lui M., 316 pp.

PETRESCU, CAMIL, A, Petrescu, Opera lui C.P., Ed. didacticd
si pedagogica, orig. a doctoral diss., is a massive study, struc-
tured in conventional fashion, with a biog. followed by a most
comprehensive analysis of lyrical, dramatic, epic, and crit.
productions; the ambitious aim is an allegedly complete mono-
graph of each and every piece of writing. But some of the
statements are at least countroversial, and the study is often
vulnerable. I. Sirbu, C.P,, Ed. Junimea, is another massive
study, quietly documentary, but otherwise containing no
memorable statements.

REBREANU, LIviu. D). Petrescu, ‘L.R. dramaturg’, AUBLL,
1971:107-16, after a brief survey of R.’s publ. and unpubl.
plays reaches the obvious conclusion that they are much in-
ferior to his fiction.

SADOVEANU, MiHAIL. M. Cazacu, ‘Dramatismul sado-
venian’, AUT, X, 1g972:29-38, emphasizes that the major
distinctive feature of 8.’s work is that of ‘objective lyricism’,
In general, S. research is at a low ebb, with very few arts,
verbose in character.

sLAvVICI, I0AN. The extensive publ. of 8.’s works, started in
1967, has now reached Opere, vol. 6, introd. 1. D. Bilan,
containing his plays, and Opere, vol. 7, ed. C. Mohanu, Ed.
Minerva. I. Hogea, ‘Argumentul chinez in gindirea lui S.°,
AUB, Lit. universald §i comparatd, 1971:155-67, is only one of a
series of studies about the infl. of the Far East on Rumanian
lit.; S. and Confucius are viewed together. V. Vintilescu,
‘I.S. §i Junimea’, AUT, 1x, 1971:137-52. V., Sofroni, ‘Sintaxa
limbii lui 1.8.%, ASUI, Ille, 13-22, is part of a more com-
prehensive study of 8.’s style.

VIANU, TUDOR. Opere, vol. n1, Serittors romdni, Ed. Minerva,
752 pp. T. Podgoreanu, Umanismul i T.V., Ed. Cartea
Roméneascd, 200 pp. E. Marinescu, ‘T.V., colaborator la
“Gindirea” ’, AUBLL, 1g70:105-14, analyses studies, arts,
and revs publ. by V. in the lit. journal Gindirea, which crystal-
lized 2 well-known lit. trend in the inter-war period.

ends



